
the inequalities created by capitalism. you have a general 
wish to help others, but despite having more or less regular 
assignments your financial situation is generally poor so 
you cannot donate money aside from your knowledge that 
this alone won’t help

your obstacle: it is impossible to maintain a relation to 
a particular site or local problematic long enough to be 
involved

your objective: to improve the situation of people you meet 
on your way in a non-superficial manner

EXAMPLE 2: INTERNATIONAL 
FREELANCE WORK

you’re a freelancer and your 
work life involves traveling 
abroad on a regular basis. you 
have read marxist literature 
extensively since your youth 
and wherever you go you notice 

EXAMPLE 1: THE EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEM IN THE UK

you teach at a UK-based 
university as an adjunct faculty 
member, meaning that you are on 
a temporary contract  as in many 
other colleges and universities, 
the system at your workplace is 

EXAMPLE 3: LATE-IN-LIFE 
UNEMPLOYMENT

you are in your mid-fifties and 
have supported left-wing parties 
for your entire life. your work 
life has consisted of manual labor 
and you see yourself as a classical 
worker. recently the factory in 

based on market imperatives and resources are therefore 
allocated on the basis of how successfully your workplace 
meets targets on achievement, such as exam results, 
attendance and retention of students. given that you are on 
a temporary contract, your possibility of getting re-hired 
depends on whether you meet your goals which among 
other things entails that you at times have to pass students 
who should in principle have failed. moreover, you are 
not protected by tenure which implies that speaking your 
opinion may endanger your possibility of being re-hired for 
another semester, not just at this workplace but potentially 
also in others as a letter of recommendation from your 
current employer will most likely reflect a low ”value” of 
you as a teacher 

your obstacle: you are caught in a system where you 
partake in decreasing the quality of education and your 
own labor-value is not high (or secure) enough to speak out 
against this system

your objective: to improve the working conditions of 
adjunct faculty in general and/or to change the funding 
system for higher education

which you worked outsourced large parts of its production 
to another country and the majority of the local workforce, 
including yourself, were therefore fired. all of you have 
little if any possibility of finding a new job, both due to your 
age and the fact that unskilled labor is no longer in demand 
in your country of residence

your obstacle: you continue to be engaged in left-wing 
politics, but you increasingly see a tendency among your 
friends and former co-workers to abandon such politics 
in favour of political parties on the right who promote 
social security for the elderly alongside strong nationalist 
sentiments

your objective: to convince your friends to stay committed 
to marxism


